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witham.gov.uk 

 

AGENDA 
Zoom Meeting ID 588 266 3052 

Password 456412 

 
Meeting of: Town Council 
 
Date:  Monday, 3rd August 2020  Time: 7.00 p.m.  
 
Place:  Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham.   
 
Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business. 
Members are respectfully reminded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined. If 
you have any interest, it must be duly declared. 

To be present: Councillors   Mrs S.C.  Lager      (Town Mayor) 
      R.P.  Ramage (Deputy Town Mayor) 
    Mrs S.  Ager 
      K.L.  Atwill 
      P.R.  Barlow 
      J.C.  Bayford 
      J.C.  Goodman 
      S.E.  Hicks 
    Miss C.  Jay 
    Mrs A.  Kilmartin 
      M.C.M.  Lager     
      C.S.  Livermore 
      T.A.   Pleasance   
      P.M.  Ryland 
    Miss M.L.  Weeks 
      R.  Williams 
 
  
1. APOLOGIES 
 
 To receive apologies for absence. 
 
2. MINUTES 
 

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held 6th July 2020 (previously 
circulated).  
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3. INTERESTS 
 

To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this Agenda. 
 

4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any item 
on the Agenda. 
 

5. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to 
Witham (attached at page 4). 
 

6. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 To receive a verbal report from the Town Clerk regarding matters arising. 

 
7. COVID – 19 GOVERNANCE OVERVIEW 
 
 To receive and review the current Covid – 19 Governance Overview (attached at page 6). 
 
8. DELEGATED DECISIONS 
 
 To receive the delegated decisions from 6th to 24th July 2020 (attached at page 8). 
 
9. REVIEW OF COUNCIL’S FINANCIAL POSITION 
 
 To receive a report and figures (attached at page 9). 
 
10. ACCOUNTABILITY AND SCRUTINY OF OFFICERS 
 
 To receive a report (attached at page 12). 
 
11. FINANCIAL REPORTING 
 

To debate a recommendation by the Leader of the Council for additional information to be 
contained in the Budget Sheets for each Committee (budget details attached at page 13). 

 
12. NITROUS OXIDE USE 
 
 To receive a reply from the MP, Priti Patel (attached at page 15 )(Minute 141 refers). 
 
13. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

(a) To receive the Neighbourhood Plan Notes from the Meeting held 7th July 2020 (attached at 
page 17).  
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(b) To establish a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group with the following Terms of Reference: 

Purpose:  

to support the community of Witham in the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan ("NP") as 
a Supplementary Planning Document within the Braintree District Local Plan; 
Outcome: a Neighbourhood Plan confirmed by referendum and adopted by the Local 
Planning Authority; 
 
Process:   

1. establish a Steering Group membership representative of the community of Witham; 
2. develop a project plan to deliver the outcome on time and within budget; 
3. oversee the preparation of the NP, providing advice and support as required; 
4. provide regular progress reports to the Council. 

Note that the Steering Group does not have the power to approve or commit Council 
expenditure, this being within the delegation to the Town Clerk. 
 
The Council may wish to determine that no more than 5 councillors should serve, one of 
whom should chair the Steering Group. 
 

(c) To appoint Members to serve on the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
James Sheehy 
Town Clerk 
 
JS/GK/28 
28.7.2020 
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        Agenda Item 5 

Report by Cllr Derrick Louis, Essex County Council Member for Witham Southern  

Essex Libraries 

 A further 44 libraries across Essex reopened in mid-July, following the 16 Libraries which have al-

ready reopened. The final 14 libraries are also being reviewed and, where it is safe and possible, 

plans are in place for them to open by the end of July 

 The Essex Library Service has also recently launched a new mobile app, called Iguana. The new 

app allows you to search the catalogue, renew items, scan books with an in-app ISBN barcode 

scanner, and manage your account wherever you are. You can also view library opening times and 

location information, linking directly to Google Maps. 

 Essex County Council has joined The Libraries Consortium (TLC), the UK’s largest library consor-

tium made up of 18 other library authorities.  

 By joining the consortium, Essex residents will have access to over 6 million items of stock via the 

shared TLC library catalogue, including books, e-books, e-magazines and audio books. This will be 

in addition to the current 1.9 million titles Essex Libraries already has available.   

 For more information on opening times, and new developments at Essex Libraries please visit: 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk , or go to your device app store and search for ‘Iguana Library’ (availa-

ble on Android and iOS). 

Support to Working Families 

 Working Essex families are set to benefit from a new range of support from the County Council. 

One of the key schemes launched last week is the Summer Holiday Clubs programme which will 

see around £240,000 of investment to offer families in Essex 21,600 free activity camp sessions 

during the 6 week summer holiday. 

 Sessions will be inclusive and will provide opportunities for young people with disabilities as well. 

The holiday activity clubs, developed by ECC and Active Essex, aim to encourage children, to be 

physically active and socially connected while supporting parents who are seeking to return to work 

over the coming weeks, by providing some safe and localised childcare options. 

 A new Facebook page for working parents has also been launched which will act as a fountain of 

information, guidance and support. 

COVID -19  

 Essex County Council released a report on its response to COVID-19 which was debated at the Full 

Council I attended on Tuesday 14th July. The link to the report is at: https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/es-

sexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRB-

coShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd

4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMa-

QWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3

d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bA-

JvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdUR-

QburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGew-

moAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGew-

moAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d 

 

https://www.facebook.com/essexworkingparents/
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=3TL4dOQzMUz2yizI%2f8lkpxl8GgnfVVu5oymDB9A2ydKN00%2bLVCplag%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
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 Public services across Greater Essex, (Essex, Southend and Thurrock) have set up a task group to 

respond to the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on people from Black, Asian and minority eth-

nic (BAME) backgrounds. 

 Its first output is a five-point coronavirus safety guidance for people from Black, Asian and minority 

ethnic backgrounds. 

 The task group of councils, health and emergency services, set up by Essex Resilience Forum and 

supported by Essex County Council, is working with BAME employee networks and faith and com-

munity organisations to identify and address local concerns and action that can be taken to reduce 

disparities in risks and outcomes. 

 ECC’s local outbreak plan outlines how they will deliver the Test and Trace service and also ap-

proaches to managing any future outbreaks. https://www.essex.gov.uk/local-outbreak-control-plan  

Local Highways Panel 

 The Maldon Road j/w Blue Mills Hill signal timings trail has concluded and following consultation 

with both myself and Witham Town Council has been deemed successful.  

 I supported the request for a box junction to be installed next to Lawn Chase and this should be 

completed by the end of the financial year. 

 Following a request from a local resident, I have submitted a request for speed reduction measures 

on Blunts Hall Road to Dancing Dicks Farm. 

 The next LHP is on Thursday 17th September although at this time all schemes are on hold as High-

ways’ Officers assigned to delivering schemes for the Panels were now working on COVID-19 re-

covery measures.  

 Work is also not currently taking place on the validation of proposed schemes and speed and vol-

ume surveys are not being carried out as restrictions associated with COVID-19 mean that current 

traffic levels were not truly representative of normal traffic flows.  

 

A12 Widening 

 I have been invited to attend the upcoming Highways England (HE) A12 Members’ forum on 

Wednesday 19th August. The purpose of this forum is to provide an update on the A12 scheme, in-

cluding work that has taken place to date. HE will also discuss their plans for the preferred route an-

nouncement for junction 23 to 25. 

Blackwater Rail Trail 

 Having sort the agreement from the Cabinet Member to receive a Business Case from the Town 

Council, I am pleased to see that this has now been submitted.  

A12 Bridge Delays due to Highways England Traffic Lights 

 Having previously raised this with the Highways Cabinet Member I am concerned that there ap-

pears to be no improvement. I have raised this again with him and have requested a Highways Sur-

gery slot with him to discuss its impact on traffic leaving Witham London bound. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If any Cllr requires help or advice, please don’t hesitate to contact me on 07967 830277 or 

cllr.Derrick.Louis@essex.gov.uk 

Back to Agenda 

 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/advice-for-people-from-black-asian-and-minority-ethnic-backgrounds
https://www.essex.gov.uk/advice-for-people-from-black-asian-and-minority-ethnic-backgrounds
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.gov.uk%2Flocal-outbreak-control-plan&data=02%7C01%7C%7C02b6ac6e74c6417b8bfc08d81d96f698%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637291881513322188&sdata=6pIQe9fwVcHyqCZVcPlaqNQ2Ad2TlpEYlc%2FFT6PWuHk%3D&reserved=0
file:///C:/Users/Cllr.derrick.louis/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/D0M9R9YC/cllr.Derrick.Louis@essex.gov.uk
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 6.7.2020 20/00949/FUL - Rex Mott Court Guitahvon Street - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 6.7.2020 20/00154/TPOCON - The Manor House, 53 - 55 Chipping Hill - No objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Offier and a replacement tree being planted.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
6.7.2020 20/00155/TPOCON - 2 Old Waterworks Cottage, Newland Street - Recommend refusal on the grounds that the proposed works are excessive and the option of pruning or pollarding has not 

been explored.

PLANNING COMMITTEE 6.7.2020 20/00850/HH - The Old Vicarage, Chipping Hill - No objection subject to the BDC Planning Officer being content with the choice of bricks

PLANNING COMMITTEE 6.7.2020 20/00143/TPO - 62 Cressing Road Witham - No objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Tree Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 6.7.2020 20/00160/TPOCON - 8 Old Magistrates, Court - No objection subject to the advice of the District Counil's Landscape Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE
6.7.2020 20/00148/TPOCON - Holly Trees Nursery, Newland Street - Recommend Refusal on the grounds that reductions by four and six metres Is excessive and unnecessary, and that reducing the 

tree by two metres should be sufficient and subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE
6.7.2020 20/00717/LBC - AKA Restaurant, 47 Newland Street - recommend no object subject to the advice of the Histroic Buildings Officer with regard to the trough lighting in accordance with RLP 

108 and RLP109

PLANNING COMMITTEE 6.7.2020 20/00863/FUL - Grove House, Newland Street - no objection subject to the Planning Officer being satisfied that any noise levels will not increase

PLANNING COMMITTEE
6.7.2020 20/00172/TPOCON - Land behind Flat 5 Bridge Court, Bridge Street recommend refusal as the work is unjustified and would be detrimental to the health of the trees with the exception of 

the branch touching the roof being cut back and the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 6.7.2020 20/00369/LBC - Timbers Moat Farm Chase - recommend refusal on the grounds of the Listed Buildings Officer's advice and await further information.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.7.2020 It was agreed to identify budget lines where spare money could be better utilised elsewhere.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.7.2020 It was agreed that Members check their own Wards for possible tasks that could be completed under the devolution scheme.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.7.2020 It was agreed that Councillor S.E. Hicks be appointed as the new Chairman of the Open Spaces Management Sub-Committee.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.7.2020 It was agreed that a sum of £3,000 be taken from earmarked reserves to employ a qualified surveyor to advise on the proposed work to the pathways/cycleways on the River Walk.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.7.2020 It was agreed that promotional videos would be a good idea and Officers would pursue the suggestion.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.7.2020 It was agreed that the Town Clerk would issue a press release on this project.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
20.7.2020 It was agreed that a letter should be written to Braintree District Council supporting the Heart of Witham’s petition to preserve the railings be heard at Full Council and that a press release be

issued.

PLANNING COMMITTEE 24.7.2020 20/00968/HH (58 Market Lane) - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 24.7.2020 20/00657/ADV (137 Newland Street) - No objection subject to the advice of the Historic Buildings Officer in relation to the lighting

PLANNING COMMITTEE 24.7.2020 20/00995 - 1 Claudius Way - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 24.7.2020 20/01005/FUL - Waterside Business Park - No objection
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Officer Report:  Review of the Financial Position of the Council 

 

 

 
This report should be read in conjunction with the Council’s balance sheet and historic tax base document included 
with agenda papers. 
 
Member’s attention is drawn to the tax-base projection for early consideration ahead of the budget setting process. 
In light of the significant economic changes caused by the global pandemic, the Council should consider the potential 
scope for tax-base reduction from a greater number of households potentially claiming council tax relief and sup-
port. 
 
Included in the tax-base projection is a calculation that has been weighted against the lowest historic precept on 
record, demonstrating that in a “worst case scenario” the Town Council could be faced with a deficit of over 
£80,000 if no precept increase was sought. Provision exists to supplement the next financial year’s income via the 
reserves however; reserves have historically dwindled and may soon decrease below what can be considered ac-
ceptable in terms of financial risk. 
 
The purpose of this report is to notify the Council as early as possible of impending financial change in order to 
give as much time as possible to consider all options open 

 

Advice:  
 
To receive and note. 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEM NO: 9 
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Back to Agenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Historic Precept & Taxbase Figures

Year Precept Requested Tax Base Band D Rate

2011/12 £448,840.00 8505.60 £52.77

2012/13 £449,900.00 8526.02 £52.77

2013/14 £388,826.00 7368.32 £52.77

2014/15 £392,845.00 7444.49 £52.77

2015/16 £402,239.00 7622.50 £52.77

2016/17 £422,556.00 7825.15 £54.00

2017/18 £455,232.00 8028.78 £56.70

2018/19 £500,776.00 8116.32 £61.70

2019/20 £557,278.00 8231.58 £67.70

2020/21 £624,473.00 8472.90 £73.70

Figure 2: Tax base Reduction Projection & Corresponding Band D for preservation of precept level)

2021/22 £543,021.00 7368.00 £73.70 0%   increase

2021/22 £624,473.00 7368.00 £84.75 13% increase

This projection assumes a tax base reduction to the historic low of 7368; in the event 

the tax base reduces to this level without a precept alteration, a deficit of £81,452 

would be presented in financial year 2021/2022.
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Officer Report:  Accountability and Scrutiny of Officers 

 

 

 

 It has been suggested by the Leader of the Council that further steps should be taken to ensure that the 
scrutiny and accountability of officers and their decision making is effective. 
 

 Members will note that the Town Council established the ‘Finance Scrutiny Panel’ in order to extend be-
yond the statutory basics for accountability in finance and this system has so far proved to be very effec-
tive at making robust recommendations and performing granular analysis of accounts procedures. 
 

 Members may now wish to explore the scope and benefits of a wider Overview & Scrutiny committee to 
extend to the Council’s business plans and long term strategy; such a body would create a forum for criti-
cism and exploration of officer decisions and allow member led reports on the effectiveness of officer de-
cisions to be made to Full Council. 
 

 Members should also consider the effectiveness of existing scrutiny mechanisms within the committee 
structure including frequency of clerk’s reports and availability of information, contactable nature of offic-
ers and whether or not a culture of porous information sharing already exists and how the nature of a 
scrutiny panel would operate against the annual appraisal process presided over by the Staffing & Accom-
modation Sub-Committee. 

 

Advice:  
 
It is a reserved matter for the Council to decide whether additional scrutiny is required of officers, specifically 
managers and whether ‘value added’ from such a body within a Town Council is justifiable. 
 
Officers have raised no objection during internal discussions to the establishment of such an Overview & Scrutiny 
body, if it is felt appropriate by Members. 
 

 

Back to Agenda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM NO: 10 
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Back to Agenda 
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        Agenda Item 12 
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Response from Policing Team 
 

 
 
 
Back to Agenda 
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         Agenda Item 13 

Notes of a Zoom Meeting held 7th July 2020 with Jan Stobart to discuss a proposed Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
 
Present: Councillors:  J.C. Goodman (Chairman), Mrs S. Ager, K.L. Atwill, P.R. Barlow,  

Mrs A. Kilmartin, Miss C. Jay, M.C.M. Lager and Mrs S.C. Lager.  
 

RCCE:  Mrs J. Stobart 
 

Officers: J. Sheehy, Mrs G. Kennedy, Miss N. Smith 
 

Mrs Stobart gave a brief outline of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) process and went through the 
different stages of the plan as detailed on her presentation (attached).  She explained that it is a 
community led plan which becomes a planning policy document and carries the same weight at the 
District Council’s Local Development Plan.   
 
Set the period of the plan – Ask the question what do you want the town to look like by the end of the 
NP period?  Aligning the NP period would be simpler and less expensive.  (The Town Plan runs to 2037 
– the eventual LDP will run to 2033). 
 
Planning Objective – What policies would the town wish to be put in place?  Site specific, infrastructure 
projects, etc.   
 
The Plan has to align with the LDP.  If a site has been allocated in the LDP then the NP can only 
influence infrastructure, style etc.   
 
It will be necessary to employ a Planning Consultant at some stage. 
 
She stressed that the Town Council is a qualifying body and the recognised area is within the Witham 
boundary.  An application had already been made to BDC to begin a NP. 
 
An independent examination will be required.  51% of those residents who vote will need to be in 
favour.   
 
Community Engagement is key.  She emphasised the need to ensure that there are no campaigns to 
vote against the NP and if necessary any contentious part of the plan should be omitted rather than 
risk the plan failing.   
 
Mrs Stobart said it would be a long process but the advantages would be to designate (and therefore 
protect) areas as open space.  Specific assets can be protected.  The NP will add another layer of detail 
to the LDP.  Local needs such as housing, employment and leisure can be addressed.  Design codes 
specifying what a development would need to look like can be included.  There will also be some 
protection against speculative development providing BDC has a three year supply of housing.   
 
A NP can be used to specify how development money is used and a higher level of CIL (Community 
Infrastructure Levy) be obtained.   
 
Mrs Stobart then detailed the finances1 which would be available – 

 £28,000 per Neighbourhood Area 

 £10,000 from additional housing needs. 

                                                           
1 Exact funding amounts to be confirmed by the Local Planning Authority. 
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This money can be used towards the Planning Consultant who will look at technical issues.   
 
BDC is required to assist and Alan Masow’s team will be very supportive particularly at drafting stage 
and formal comment.  BDC pays Mrs Stobart’s salary, will provide maps and the RCCE will assist 
through network councils, regular meetings, etc. 
 
In answer to a question concerning finances, Mrs Stobart explained that this would depend on exactly 
what the Town Council wished to do.  A landscape gathering assessment would cost in the region of 
£8,500 which would be essential in protecting landscape.  The grants would cover the initial year 
before the need to precept for additional resources.   
 
Members discussed how best to proceed.  The NP is a community led exercise and the Town Council 
would give support and some membership.  Support from residents would be required from the 
outset.  The importance of a strong governance link was stressed whilst keeping freedom and 
autonomy.  Financial decisions would need to be taken by the Town Council.  A decision would be 
needed how best to steer the creation of a NP without mission creep.  Contact could be made with 
other towns and villages such as Coggeshall and Hatfield Peverel for advice.  Representatives from the 
Witham and Countryside Society, the Heart of Witham Group plus Residents Associations could be 
used.  Members stressed the importance of not omitting individuals and groups which should be 
involved, such as youth, parents and the elderly.   
 
Mrs Stobart advised not to launch into an exercise of asking people what their needs are.  She advised 
that there were lots of demographics and statistics available.  It was important not to ask questions 
about aspirations until there was a full understanding of needs from factual information.  She 
reiterated that a NP was a lengthy process and initial work would be needed.  She suggested a core 
team be set up and then other members can be added.  She would send further information to assist. 
 
Members thanked Mrs Stobart for her valuable information and advice.  The Meeting then closed. 
 
 
GK/10.7.2020 
 
 
Back to Agenda 


	agenda1
	agenda2
	agenda3
	report
	covid
	delegated
	clerk
	financial
	accountabilty
	budgets
	nitrous
	Neighbourhood

