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Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE  
01376 520627 
witham.gov.uk 

Please note new venue to comply with current covid restrictions 
 

AGENDA 
 

WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Date:  Monday 28th June 2021  Time: 7:30PM 
 
Place:  Royal British Legion Hall, Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2AZ 
 
Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business. 
Members are respectfully reminded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined. If 
you have any interest, it must be duly declared. 

To be present: Councillors   A. Kilmartin (Town Mayor) 
    J. Bayford  (Deputy Town Mayor) 
    S. Ager 
    K. Atwill 
    P. Barlow 
     J. Goodman 
     S. Hicks 
    C. Jay 
    M. Lager 
    C. Lager    
    C. Livermore 
    T. Pleasance   
    M. Weeks 
    J. Williams 
    R. Williams 
       

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

2. DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
 

To receive a Declaration of Acceptance of Office from Councillor J. Williams. 
 

3. INTERESTS 
 

To receive any declarations of interest that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this agenda. 
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4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any 
item on the Agenda. 
 

5. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES 
 

To consider the appointment of Councillor JoAnn Williams to Committees. 
 

6. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to 
Witham.  
 

7. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
 

To receive details of the Town Mayor’s engagements attended for period 5th May to 28th June 
2021 (attached at page 5). 
 

8. MAYORAL BUDGETS 
 

To receive a proposal from the Town Mayor for the introduction of a Mayoral Events budget 
(attached at page 6). 
 

9. CIVIC REGALIA 
 

To receive a proposal from the Town Mayor for a review of the Town Council’s civic regalia 
(attached at page 7). 
 

10. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 

To receive the Town Clerk’s report on matters arising (attached at page 8) and consider the 
way ahead. 

 
11. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
(a) Community Committee held 17th May 2021 

Minutes 1 – 15 (inclusive) 
 

(b) Policy and Resources Committee held 14th June 2021 
Minutes 1 – 17 (inclusive) 
 

(c) Planning Applications and Transport Committee held 17th May, 1st and 14th June 2021 
Minutes 1 – 30 (inclusive) 
 

12. DELEGATED DECISIONS 
 

To receive the final Delegated Decisions from 7th April 2021 (attached at page 9). 
 

13. FRIENDSHIP BENCH 
 

To consider the installation of a new ‘Friendship Bench’ at the front of the Town Hall (attached 
at page 11). 
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14. WITHAM RECYCLING CENTRE CORRESPONDENCE 

 
To receive correspondence from Rt. Hon Priti Patel (attached at page 13). 
 

15. THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY - PLANT A TREE FOR THE JUBILEE 
 

To consider a report (attached at page 14). 
 

16. COUNCILLOR P.M. RYLAND MEMORIAL 
 

To consider an appropriate memorial by the Town Council. 
 

17. COVID-19 GOVERNANCE 
 

To consider renewal or disposal of the Covid-19 Interim Governance Arrangements (attached 
at page 15). 

 
18. EQUALITY POLICY 

 
To review and update the Town Council Equality Policy (attached at page 17). 

 
19. ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2020-2021 

 
To receive the Town Council’s annual accounts for year ending 31st March 2021 (attached at 
page 18). 
 

20. ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 
 

To receive the Town Council’s Internal Audit Report for financial year 2020/2021 (attached at 
page 27). 
 

21. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) - SECTION 1 GOVERNANCE 
STATEMENT 

 
To receive and approve the Town Council’s Annual Governance Statement 2020/2021 
(attached at page 33). 
 

22. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (AGAR) - SECTION 2 ACCOUNTING 
STATEMENTS 

 
To receive and approve the Town Council’s Accounting Statements 2020/2021 (attached at 
page 34). 
 

23. SECTION 106 / CIL ENQUIRIES 
 

To receive correspondence and report (attached at page 36) and consider the way ahead. 
Order Note: A presentation will be given to the Council. 
 

24. WRITTEN QUESTION (GIMSONS RAILINGS) 
 

To receive a question raised by a Member of the Public (attached at page 38). 
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25. GIMSONS REVIEW GROUP 
 

To consider the constitution of a ‘Gimsons Review Group’ (report attached at page 42). 
 

26. HIGHWAYS DEVOLUTION PILOT 
 

To consider the outcomes of a meeting held 26th May 2021 
Order Note: A short presentation will be given to the Council. 

 
27. EVENTS 

 
To receive a verbal update from officers on ongoing event preparations and modifications 
and an opportunity to answer any questions from Members. 
 

28. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
 

To perform a resolution for the Local Council Award Scheme Application (attached at page 
43). 
 

29. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

TO RESOLVE That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the 
consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds they 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule 
12A (S5) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
30. COMMITTEE REPORT – CONTINUED 

 
Policy and Resources Committee held 14th June 2021 
Minute 18. 
 

31. FOOTPATHS RENEWAL PROJECT 
 

To consider a report (attached at page 44) - to be read in conjunction with professional report 
(previously circulated)  
Order Note: A presentation will be given to the Council. 
 

32. LEGAL MATTERS 
 

To receive an update from the Town Clerk on outstanding legal matters and transactions 
(attached at page 48). 
 

 
James Sheehy 
Town Clerk        
 
JS/GK/21.06.2021 
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Officer Report: Town Mayor’s Engagements 
 

 

 

The following events were attended by the Town Mayor: 
 

Monday 17th May 2021 
Local Restaurants Re-Opening Event, visiting: 
 

 The White Hart 

 The Tea Rooms 

 Prezzo 

 The George 

 AKA 

 Lians 

 Cressing Temple 

 Ifraaz 

 
Friday 21st May 2021 
Witham Rail Station - Greater Anglia Construction Site Tour 
 
Monday 24th May 2021 
Councillor P.M Ryland Funerary Procession & Memorial Service 
 
Saturday 29th May 2021 
Mill Lane Bowls Club Open Day 
 
Thursday 3rd June 2021 
Community 360 Children’s Lunch, Guithavon Valley Church 
 
Friday 11th June 2021 
Witham Industrial Watch, Q&A Session with the Town Mayor 
 
Tuesday 15th June 2021 
Age Concern Games Afternoon 
 
Wednesday 16th June 2021 
Witham War Memorial - Act of Remembrance for Cpl. Lloyd Newell 
 

 

Advice: Receive & Note 

 

Back to Agenda 

ITEM NO: 7 
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Officer Report: Introduction of a Mayor’s Events budget line. 
 

 

 

 The Town Mayor has proposed the Council considers the introduction of a specific budget line for mayoral events. 
 

 Currently, any events that are envisioned by the Mayor must be funded directly from the mayoral allowance with 
associated costs and risks being placed on the Mayor to make the event a success and produce a return. 
 

 It has been suggested that a sum of £4,000 could be allocated for a Mayor’s Events budget line. General reserves 
would have to fund a line if implemented in the current financial year, in absence of identifying an existing budget 
line suitable for virement. 
 

 Members should consider the merits of the proposal. 

 
 

 

Advice: 
 
To consider the item and agree a way forwards. 

 

 
 

 

Back to Agenda 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM NO: 8 
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Officer Report: Review of Civic Regalia 
 

 

 

 The Town Mayor has proposed the Council considers a review of civic regalia 
 

 Currently, the Town Council holds civic regalia to the combined value of £9,300 including the Mayor’s Chain, Deputy’s 
Crest, consorts and Town Mayor’s chaplain crest. 
 

 The Town Council also holds in its possession the Witham Urban District Council regalia, valued as a public interest 
item. 
 

 Members should consider the role that civic regalia plays in public life and what value is added to public office when 
regalia is present. 
 

 Members may wish to consider historical value, precedents and the appropriateness of assigning regalia to roles and 
compare regalia arrangements with both pre and post 1974 Town Councils. 
 

 Members should also review Standing Orders with respect to the use of civic regalia and define appropriate levels of 
regalia to relevant scenarios (e.g, defining what regalia should be worn at what meetings) 
 

 The Town Mayor has suggested the introduction of a mayoral robe be considered by the Council. 

 

Advice: 
 

 The management of regalia is a question of appropriateness, perception and respect to the democratic process. It is 
in this spirit Members should define the Town Council’s appetite for civic regalia and analyse its role at Witham Town 
Council prior to considering any acquisitions or disposals to the regalia inventory. 

 At all times members must consider the ‘Value for Money’ aspect of regalia and be able to identify a tangible return 
in making an investment. Members should be satisfied that regalia serves a suitable purpose. 
 

 
 

 

Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM NO: 9 
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Town Clerk’s Report     Agenda Item 10 
 
Matters Arising 

This report details all relevant matters arising that have occurred since the last Town Council meeting. Matters may feature 
on multiple reports, as they remain outstanding. 

MINUTE RESOLUTION DIRECTION 

19/01.06.2021 Request LHP bid for 7.5 tonne weight limit on Maltings 
Lane Section 

Referred for TRO process 

10/17.06.2021 Commission of investigation into play equipment across 
Witham 

Officers undertaking enquiries 

12/17.06.2021 A full CCTV report be prepared and submitted to Full 
Council for review. 

Officers progressing final report 

13(c)/14.06.2021 Town Clerk investigates figures and projections for 
earmarked reserves to make a full proposal. 

Financial projections to be returned to 
Council 

15/14.06.2021 Investigation into reserve balance options Officers undertaking enquiries 

16/14.06.2021 Town Council applies for Quality Council at this time and 
for Quality Gold next year. 

Resolution wording included with this 
meeting agenda. 

 
Notifiable Correspondence 

This report details all relevant correspondence raised & received in response to a resolution. Correspondence remains 
outstanding on this list until fully satisfied by Full Council or its respective committee. 

DATE CORRESPONDENCE STATUS 

29th April 2021 District Councillor Gabrielle Spray: Willow Tree Felling 
Report 

No reply yet received 

   

   

 
Summary outcomes of Officer Meetings (Projects Only) 

This report provides headline outcomes of decisions taken by officers in relation to the progression of a discharge of 
projects that have been approved by Council. This does not include administrative or management meetings. 

MEETING DATE OUTCOMES 

Capital 
Expenditure 

Group 

11th May 
8th June 

11th May - Agreement on respective roles in the CapEx group and recap of Uniform 
Project Management Process. Initial review of J.C Wood Plan. 
 
8th June - Site visit conducted to agree dimensions and aspects of agreed report to 
progress. Preliminary site drawings underway - next meeting to focus on finalisation of 
two concept designs for return to Full Council. Finances, grants and project timeline 
discussed with further direction from Members required at report stage. 
 
Anticipated Project Delivery report date: 23rd August 2021. 
 

Events  
Group 

28th May 
28th June 

28th May - Final logistics agreed for Witham Dog Show and further discussions held on 
logistics of the Christmas bill of events. Agreements on general theme desires, aims, and 
re-cap of previous year’s Winter Wonderland logistics and risk plan. 
 
28th June - A verbal update of meeting outcomes will be provided to the Council 
 

Town Hall 
Site 

Improvement 
Project 

25th June 25th June - A verbal update of meeting outcomes will be provided to the Council 

 
Back to Agenda 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

9 
 

              Agenda Item 12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 12.4.2021 21-00655HH - 85 Haygreen Road, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 12.4.2021 21-00863PLD - 16 Baker Way, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 12.4.2021 21-00758HH - 3 Mersey Road, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 12.4.2021 21-00514VAR - Land Adjacent To Victoria Cottages, Powers Hall End, Witham - recommended refusal on the grounds of lack of amenity 

space in line with National Planning Guidelines and contrary to RLP10. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 12.4.2021 21-00795TPO - Walnut House, Collingwood Road, Witham - raised no objection subject to the District Council's Landscape Officer's 

advice.

PLANNING COMMITTEE 12.4.2021 21-00893HH - 15 Juniper Crescent, Witham, Essex - Members recognised that the first floor extension could pose a loss of light but on 

balance raised no objection subject to no representations being made by the neighbours regarding the potential loss of light.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.4.2021 Pathway and cycleway Programme - agreed to refer to Town Council for consideration

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.4.2021 Blackwater Rail Trail  - it was agreed to refer the isue of the acquisition of the Blackwater Rail Trail to the Revenue and Localism Group 

and remove from the Business Plan

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.4.2021 Open Spaces Management Sub-Committee - Litter - it was agreed that Councillor Williams should liaise closely with the Witham 

Wombles to look at this issue

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.4.2021 Frequency of Open Spaces Management Sub-Committee Meetings - it was agreed that the Open Spaces Management Sub-Commmittee 

shoud meet quarterly in future

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.4.2021 Untidy Land and the Use of Section 215 powers - it was agreed that this proposal would be taken forward as part of the discussions with 

the Witham Wombles

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.4.2021 Highways Develoution Scheme - it was agreed that a meeting would be held to discuss the best way to spend the devolution grant

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 20.4.2021 James Cooke Wood - it was agreed that costings would be sought on the basis of the report and brought back to the Environment 

Committee
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Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/01208/TPO - Land at Armond Road - Council trees which would be felled and replaced as they are failing

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00820/HH - 4 Tudor Close - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00958/HH - 29 Laurence Ave - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00782/VAR - Mayfield Cottage, Hatfield Road - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00995/HH - 1 Malyon Road - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00898/HH - 10 Highfields Road - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/01043/HH - 89 Hatfield Road, - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/01081/HH - 34 Albert Road - No objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00922/TPOCON - 5 River Yard, 149 Newland Street - No objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE
26.4.2021

21/00877/FUL - Land rear of 47 -57 Newland St - No  objection subject to suitable solution regarding bn storage/refuse collection, 

sound proofing, zero carbon approach/solar panels, archaeological survey and replacement of trees with more suitable varieties.

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00930/FUL - Witham Body Repair Centre, Waterside Business Park - No objection subject to the use of renewable energy measures

PLANNING COMMITTEE
26.4.2021

21/01196/TPO - Holly Trees Nursery - Recommend refusal on the grounds that the work is excessive and the branches appear not to be 

intruding on the gutters and subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 21/00851/FUL -12 Freebournes Road - Recommend approval

PLANNING COMMITTEE 26.4.2021 Temporary Prohibition of Entry B1389 Hatfield Road - Received and noted.
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Officer Report: Installation of a ‘Friendship Bench’ Outside Witham Town Hall 
 

 

 

 

 Cllr Susan Ager has proposed that a ‘Friendship Bench’ be installed outside the Town Hall. 
 

 The bench would be of wooden construction with the words ‘Friendship Bench’ engraved along the top 
rail. 

 

 The below benches have been previously used by the Town Council and are felt to be of good quality. 
 
3 Seat Extra Heavy Great Maytham 150 x 95 x 67cm - 8cm x 8cm Frame 40 kg £412.50 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Seat Heavy Scotney Bench 150 x 100 x 63cm - 6cm x 6cm Frame 35 kg £375.00 
 

 
 

ITEM NO: 13 
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 The bench would be installed by Witham Town Council Operations Team. 
 

 Although this would be a replacement for a previous bench it would still be necessary to apply for a licence 
from Essex Highways.  
 

 The bench could be officially unveiled by the Town Mayor and those that are lonely encouraged to sit and 
make friends. 

 

Advice: 
 
To consider the item and agree as to whether a ‘Friendship Bench’ should be installed outside the Town Hall. 

 

 
 

 

Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Agenda Item 14 
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Back to Agenda 
 
 
 ITEM NO: 15 
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Officer Report: The Queen’s Green Canopy 
 

 

Issue: 
 
The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a tree planting initiative created to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 
which invites people from across the UK to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”. Individuals, groups, schools and busi-
nesses are encouraged to take part in enhancing the environment by planting trees from October through to the 
end of the Jubilee year in 2022.  Trees planted can be pinned onto the QGC map and official commemorative 
plaques can be purchased to mark the occasion. 
 
Members may wish to be involved in this planting scheme and, if so, consider areas on Witham Town Council man-
aged land where trees can be planted.  As climate change is a current matter to be mindful of, planting further 
trees is good for the environment and will assist with carbon reduction. 
 
Trial planting on Whetmead has been considered over the years but not actually implemented and some trees 
have been removed from the nature reserve due to necessity but not replaced.  This could be an ideal site to con-
sider planting trees for the QGC. A number of trees have also been lost on the River Walk due to storm damage or 
essential felling and have not always been replaced so planting in these areas should be considered.  Sections of 
the River Walk near to Helen Court and parts of the Back Channel could possibly benefit from further trees where 
coverage is sparse.  Additional trees planted in this area of the River Walk would also potentially provide long term 
extra coverage shielding the proposed new development at Gimsons. 
 
The QGC scheme provides free saplings to schools and community groups through the Woodland Trust so the 
Council will need to fund any trees they wish to plant.  The tree maintenance budget for 2020/2021 was vastly un-
derspent due to overstated tree estimates from a previous contractor and, although an invoice for 2020/2021 is 
still awaited, the underspend was in the region of £14k.  Therefore, there are ample funds available that Members 
may wish to consider and approve.  A substantial established tree would have a greater chance of survival and 
would cost in the region of £100 per tree depending on the species.  Witham Tree Group could be contacted for 
advice and, depending of the number of trees to be planted, enquiries could be made regarding working together 
on the project. 
 
  

 

Advice:  
 

 Members to agree to take part in the Queen’s Green Canopy scheme 

 Members to agree a budget for the scheme 

 

Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
         Agenda Item 17 
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Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
        Agenda Item 18 
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Back to Agenda 
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Agenda Item 19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

22 
 

 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

23 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

25 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Back to Agenda 
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Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
        Agenda Item 21 
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Back to Agenda 
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Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
        Agenda Item 23 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

36 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Witham Town Council 28th June 2021 

37 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         Agenda Item 24 
 
It is my intention to ask the following question at the AGM 
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Dudley Chignall 

Heart of Witham Preservation Group. 

Gimsons Development - Background 

The developers Planning Application Oct 2018 quotes Section 2 of the Draft Local Plan, specifically 
Policy LPP32 which states that: Development at Gimsons will be supported subject to; Provision of 
safe, direct pedestrian and cycle access from Kings Chase through to River Walk. 

1st March 2019 the developer refused to put the cycleway thro the development stating that they 
are “not sure where this late request comes from.” 

This led to an offer from BDC to put the route through the Town Park railings. 

4 March 2019 BDC e-mailed Phase 2 saying "to overcome Condition 2 of Highways response the 
Council require a financial contribution of £x to widen the footpath in the Park."  

6 March 2019  BDC to Phase 2 e-mail "to confirm we are proposing to widen a 65m stretch of 
footpath to the north of the site  (Witham Town Park) in the council's ownership, to 3m to facilitate 
a cycle connection through the development to Kings Chase. It is not possible to secure the 
connection through the site itself."   

6 March 2019  Essex Highways write a letter to BDC with regard to 18/02010/FUL. They quoted DM1 
& DM9 regulations relating to walking & cycling etc which have been standard practices for over 10 
years. “The impact of the proposal is acceptable to the Highway Authority subject to   a 
footpath/cycleway between the proposal site and Kings Chase.” 

8 March 2019 The Planning report to BDC states "ECC Highways No objection to the development, 
subject to upgrading of Footpath to the north of the site." 

 There is no evidence that Highways made that statement. In just two days ECC Highways 
have changed their position from "providing a cycleway" to “upgrading a footpath."   

With regard to the road “The Highway Authority notes that the applicant has demonstrated 
visibility in accordance with current design standards. (Letter attached). 

8 March 2019 The Planning report to BDC states "Essex Highways have completed their own 
assessment of the junction and the likely impact of the development." 

 Highways have gone from “the applicant has demonstrated” to “completed their own assess-
ment” in just 2 days. 

Note: DM 1 (ECC Development Management Policies) “where existing access is to be used, 
substandard accesses will be improved and/or upgraded in accordance with the current standards 
for the category of road;” 

 DM1 was ignored.  Despite the access road not being capable of being improved to an 
adoptable standard as it is not wide enough the Highway authority agreed that “roads 
that do not fully comply with adoption standards can still be adopted by the Highway 
Authority.” Source - BDC Planning report 13 October 2020. 

Over 1,000 Witham residents signed a petition asking for the Park Railings to be preserved and 

restored. (N.B. 650 wrote objections and 450 marched in protest.) HoW Group has 1,090 members. 
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BDC state “the existing railings are not located within the Conservation Area, and are instead located 

just outside of the Conservation Area. In accordance with the General Permitted Development Order 

2015 (as amended), the railings would not require planning permission to be removed.” 

It is not correct to state that whilst the park is in the conservation area the railings are not. They are an 

integral part of each other. They have been for over 100 years. 

Note: It is entirely possible for the cycleway to go through the development, but it would require the 

developer to change his layout. 

With the intention of protecting the railings BDC have made a condition that “prior to first 

occupation details of the proposed boundary treatments shall be submitted to and approved in writing 

by the Local Planning Authority.”  

 

 By the time that such a submission (first occupation) is made it will be too late for the 
developer to change the layout of the development. So this condition does nothing to 
preserve the railings as by this time the developers would have to knock down houses 
to deliver a cycleway! 

Question  

Will the Town Council be challenging BDC with regard to the status of the town park railings? 
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Back to Agenda 
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Officer Report: Gimsons Review Group 
 

 

 

 It is proposed to constitute a new advisory committee in the format of a “Review Group”. 
 

 The Town Council’s Scheme of Delegation defines Review Groups as bodies which are “Specifically desig-
nated the exploration of a single issue for report”. 
 

 The Gimsons Review Group would exist to provide a continuing direct scrutiny exercise of the Gimsons de-
velopment, including adherence to planning conditions and the timely discharge of S106 obligations. 
 

 Expressions of interest in serving on this review group have been received from Councillors J. Goodman, S. 
Ager and S. Hicks.  
 

 The work of the “Local Heritage List Review Group” could be incorporated into the Gimsons Review Group 
as an item of high relevance. 
 

 

 

Advice:  
 

 To constitute a new advisory committee to the Planning Applications & Transport Committee whose pur-
pose will be for the exploration and scrutiny of all ongoing matters relating to the Gimsons development. 

 To dissolve the Local Heritage List Review Group (reporting to Environment Committee) and incorporate 
its remaining business into the Gimsons Review Group. 

 Councillor M. Lager, currently a member of the Local Heritage List Review Group may wish to transfer 
membership to the Gimsons Review Group. 

 
 

 

Back to Agenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITEM NO: 25 
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RESOLUTION   Agenda Item 28 

The Council confirms by resolution at a full council meeting that it meets all requirements for the 
Foundation Award and publishes on its website: 

 RESOLVED that:  
 

(a)  Standing Orders & Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, Publication Scheme, the last 
Annual Return, Transparent Information about Council Payments, A Calendar showing all 
meetings, Minutes, Current Agendas, The Budget & Precept Information, Complaints Proce-
dure, Accessibility Statement, Privacy Notice, Council Contact details, Action Plan, Evidence 
of Consulting the Community, Publicity Advertising Council Activities, Evidence of Participat-
ing in Town and Country Planning. 
 

The council also confirms by resolution at a full council meeting that it has: 

(b)   the following items of the Foundation Level have been achieved: A Risk Management 
Scheme; A Register of Assets; Contracts for all members of staff; Insurance, Disciplinary and 
Grievance Procedure; A Training Policy; A Record of all training; The Clerk has achieved 12 
CPD points in the last year. 

And also RESOLVES that: 

(a) the Parish Council has achieved items (below) of the Quality Level and that all documenta-

tion relating to these items can be found on the Parish Council website: 
 

Draft minutes of all Council and Committee Meetings, within four weeks of the last 
meeting.  
A Health and Safety Policy  
Policy on Equality  
Councillor Profiles  
A Community Engagement Policy  
A Grant Awarding Policy  
Evidence showing how electors contribute to the Annual Parish Meeting  
An Action Plan that relates to the Budget 
Evidence of Community Engagement  
Evidence of helping the community plan for the future  
 

(b) the following items of the Quality Level have been achieved:  
 

A Scheme of Delegation; Evidence of Customer Service;  
At least two thirds of its Councillors are Elected;  
An Annual Report which is actively shared;  
A Qualified Clerk; A Formal Appraisal Process for Staff;  
A training Policy and Record for all Staff and Councillors. 
 

These documents (b), which are not found on your website, are to be placed on cloud 
storage or an application for the panel to access via a hyperlink. 
Back to Agenda 
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